
Emergency Connectivity 
Funding Solutions

About the 2021 Emergency Connectivity Funding

This document was designed as a planning 

tool to help decision makers ensure that 

their institution is appropriately equipped 

to enable each and every student to achieve 

and succeed.

The American Rescue Act of 2021, signed into law on March 11, included the creation of a $7.1 billion Emergency Connectivity 
Fund (ECF) to help schools and libraries provide devices and connectivity to students and school staff during the pandemic. 
Eligible schools may purchase connectivity and devices for use off-site to ensure that students and teachers can fully 
participate in remote learning activities. Eligible locations, according to the ECF, include, but are not limited to, homes of 
students and school staff; community centers, churches and any other off-campus locations where they are engaged in 
remote learning activities. ECF guidelines include Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, routers, and connected devices that support video 
conferencing platforms, as well as advanced telecommunications and information services, as approved for purchase. While 
there is guidance on how the funding is to be spent, it is left up to the local institution to prioritize their needs.

Program Highlights
•  Designed to support off-campus teaching and learning needs
• Administered via USAC with similar process to E-rate
•  All libraries and schools are encouraged to file to help capture 

the full extent of the needs for off campus learning

•  Who applies: All schools and libraries eligible for E-rate
•  Availability: Funding will be available for eligible purchases made between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022
• Where to apply: Apply via the existing E-rate online portal (“EPC”)
• When to apply: The filing window is expected to open late June/early July
• Deadline: When funding is no longer available OR one year after pandemic officially declared “over”

Who’s Eligible
•  Students, school staff and library patrons who lack 

access to a device or connection services sufficient to 
enable participation in learning when not on a physical 
campus or at a library

What’s Covered

ECF Application Process

Connected Learning Devices
Notebooks and tablets (one per student) up
to $400

Mobile Wireless Hot Spots
Equipment (modems, routers), service and support 
for areas lacking broadband networks
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